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ring out a glass of 
your left hand and make 
spoaguion. You take bis by ‘Oe 
fou shake by t 
him “deoch-slainte,” and toes off the 
Then you fill your glass and wait 
upon in return, for no man will drin 
until he has shaken hands with you 
you do likewise. 
are not supposed to honor the convi- 
this evening with their presence, but 
universal call for the 
beauty of Carn-sliosack, and in a few minutes 
blschine and amailing te oa iy High- 
as unaffectedly as a 
land mhiden® always blushes and smiles. i 
passed along the tables and shook bands with 
all her friends and ne oy tsy One man 
p and to kiss her: in an in- 
, pole the other side of the nar- 
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stant bis 


Helen 


went on without interruption till da began 
to steal into the apartment about four o'clock. 
Then the men, a to shake off che effects 
of the night’s debauch in en almost miraculous 
manner, severally walRed out and for 
own farms, there to. begin r day's 
work, 
Three days after, and a beautiful August 
morning breaks over Carn-sliosach. 
Stewart's 
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were ushered into a large barn, lit up b 
chandeliers composed o ens sheet of Sood 
rad from a common centre, at the apex of 
which was placed a candle, Then along 
the barn were arranged a series of narrow tables 
with forms on either side. Without more ado 
the girls once more threw aside their shawls and 
bonneta, and sat down to await supper. 

First came soup, served out in large trencbers, 
and so thick that one could almost have cut it 
with a knife; black, likewise, it was, and exces- 
sively unpleasant in odor; while the manzier of 
its preparation was not exciting to the appetite, 
as the ggeasy mixture had been obtained by boil- 
ing from forty to fifty fowls in those large iron 
bollers used on other occasions to prepare food 
for the cattle. However, the soup was taken 
away, and in its stead we had the fowls them- 
selves. The rapacity with which some of the 
men seized upon these unlucky birds was some- 
thing’ to make one shudder. A piper who 
adorned the head of one of the tables with his 
presence, scorning carving, laid hold of one of 
the fowls, and, deliberately tearing it in halves 
with his unwashed and snuff-covered fingers, 
ceeded to eat the one half while placing the other 


“| on the present writer's plate. It is, perhaps, un- 


necessary to state that objection was taken to a 
of snoff and whiskey. 
seemed to enjoy this more profuse 


oatmea! cakes and cheese, with supplies of clean 
were handed round. In a short time, 
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The Color of Birds. 
The ptarmigan are exactly the color of the 


ed | stones in summer and of the snow in winter, and 
‘| change their color as that of their abiding place 


is altered. The grouse is as nearly the color of 


| the brown heather as It is possible for a bird to 


- | his own plumage. 


be; his bright eye and red comb are the onl 
discoverable points about him when he 
crouched in it. The blackbird’s usual haunt 
in lower situations, and he delights in the peat- 
moss, where the d is nearly as black as 
¢ partridge and quail are ex- 
actly similar in color to the d rass and stub- 
ble, and the quickest eye can seldom see them 
on the ground when crouched, and not erect or 
moving about to feed, The pbeasant’s color 
very nearly resembles the dead leaves of the 


| wood or coppice, which are his favorite haunts, 


is applied a the twenty-fifth anniversary of a 
marriage, on this day it is customary to pre- 
sent the married pair with some silver token of 
remembrance. The 
parts of Northern Europe, 


custom in some 
where the festival of 


3] a himself, bu 


The owl sits securely close to the trunk of a fo- 
rest tree, her motiled brown pluma 

color very like thé color of the bark where she 
is perched. The peregrine falcon, with her blue- 


feathers, can scarcely be distinguished from 
the tichen.ad 


orned crag, where she site for houre 

as motionless as the rock itself. The 

on some cliff of the same color 
led up into a shape which onl 

the experienced eye detects to be that of a bird. 

The attitudes and figures of the whole tribe of 


le 
mee 


| hawks are very striking and characteristic, and 


ding,” which is a wedding where the guests 
contribute money. 


as unlike as possible to the stuffed caricatures 
which one usually meets with, and im which the 


- | natural character of the bird is entirely lost. 





Bees carried to Harbadoes and the Weat- 
ern Islands ceased to lay up honey after the first 
year. They found the weather so fine, and the 
materials for honey so pientiful, that they quitted 
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6, f you 
take the necessary steps to bring you down in 


only way to expel what is false from 
, receive the te truth. 
A short way of bieffiing off an annoying 
peddier. “Don't show your muzzle 
) here, tir!” He can take it either 


(™ Learning will accumulate wonderfully, if 
you add a little every day. Pick up the book 
and gain one new idea, if nu more. Have that 
one—add another as s00n as you can. 

(2 There is a New York lady at Fort Wil- 
liam Henry Hotel, Lake George, whose impedi- 
menta ( fog baggage) consists of 20 trunks, 
and another who carries 16. Dress competition 
between the two is very lively. 

G2 It is said that « person at Troy, New 
York, has invented an impgovement in the use 
of coal, which will dimial the consumption 
nearly, if not quite, one . This will be the 
invention of the age, if realized. Several stove 
manufacturers have purchased the t and are 
about introducing it into their . The 
New York Central and othe railroad companies 
are also about introducing it on their roads. 

The Quakers may not be wonderfully 


| wise, but most of them have the appearance of 
solemn ‘wns. 


and resolved to work no mure, but 
amused themselves by flying about the sugar- 
houses and a negroes. 

A nu recently lost her way on 
Newquay, England, and went close 
of the pitous cliffs, when she 
fell to beach below, a distance 
and eight feet. Her crinoline 
with the air, however, so broke the 

landed without a scratch or a bruise, 
although much shaken, was able at once 
one hundred yards and inform her mistress 
occurrence. 
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Tetro, of Washington, Berkshire county, 
., being the twenty-fourth child of the 
, who is forty-five years old. All, except 


UT 


be 


A son was born on the 5th of August, to | ing 


(@ Synalepha is the cutting off a vowel at 
the end of a word before another_st the begin 
ing of a word; as, “Ishaway we have in th’ 
army.” Eethlipsis is the cutting off the letter 
M before another word; as, “We won't go ho’ 
till .” Crania is the contraction of two 
syllables into one; as, “T'll d'light doesh 
‘pear.” Diwresis is the resol one syllable 
into two; as, “ F” he’sha jolly fuf-fellow.” 

tH” Wanted by « gentleman now engaged in 
erecting an empire in America, a complete set of 
the “ tools of tyrants.” 

("A letter from Texas to one of the lead- 
Manchester manufactarers, is published in 
the English papers. The writer say» Texas is in 
a flourishing condition, and so many negroes 
have been t into the country during the 
war, that labor is abundant, and a large cotton 
crop is growing. Ile says the product of Texas 
the present year will be at least 600,000 beles, 
but he thinks the crop of the other Confederate 
states will not exceed 400,000 bales. 

GH” Although the wise are supposed to have 
mere weight in the commanity than tbe foolish, 
we have never yet seen 4 smart wan who out- 


weighed a simpleton. 
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Singing in concert sweet, 
The Almighty Son. 
We, heirs of peace unpriced, 
A popla pute Bonne 
Praise ve cnr Ga in, 
of our Peace. 
E. H. PLUMPTRE. 





OSWALD CRAY. 


BY MRS. HENRY WOOD, 


Author of “ Verner’s Pride,’ “‘ The Shadow of Ash-4 


lydyatt,’’ “Squire Treviyn’s Heir,’ 
“ The Mystery,” ¢tc., etc. 
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PART XL. 
MRS, BENN'’S WRONGS, 
“Then, Benn, I'll not have it done! You 
can’t go.” 
“ But I tell you I have got my orders, I am 
t. 
“And who gave you the orders pray, Joe 


Benn? Who sent you ?” 
“Mr. Oswald Cray. And the best thing for 


you to do is to hold your tongue and take off 


that there guy of « bonnet, and bide your bare 

arms, and put on s apron that’ 

otherwise make yourself decent, for you have got 

to do it, ee 
may as well make up minds to do 
best way and readiest way they can.” 
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been lately. Of course we could send somebody 
else to do the Spain business, were it impossible 
that you could leave; but it is not impossible, 
and I speak in your interest when I say it is a 
chance you t not to miss. 

“True. I I like to go, if home affairs can 
Spare me. I suppose it will involve a stay there 
of two years.” 

“ Nearer three,” remarked Mr. Street. “Then 
we will consider your going as settled; and 
things must.be at once prepared at home con- 
tingent on it.” 

“Yes,” acquiesced Oswald. “Wait a mo- 
ment,” he added, as Mr. Street was turning 
away to descend, “I want to speak to you 
about Allister. I wish you would take him on 
again.” 

Mr. Street pursed his lips up. He had a 
round face and small light eyes, fo which sat a 
hard Jook. Whether it was the hard look or 
not, I can’t tell, or whether it was that the look 
was only the index of the nature—as it general- 
ly is—certain it was, that Mr. Street was not 
liked in the house. Oswald knew the sign of 
the contracted lips. 

“ What is your objection?” he pursued. “ Al- 
lister’s quite well a tly, and—” 

“ Apparently ! it is,” apy hag 
Street. “It's a great hindrance to 
these sickly clerks, well one day, ill the next; 
especially fn such a house as ours, We have no 
time for it.” 

“ Allister seems well. At one time I thought 


bees ald Me. Sicoet, , 
if he cou to it, it set him up; but in 
A pit at hen and damp, rely 

upon it he'll. not keep well long.” 
Oswald was silent. So far as the warm climate 
went, he agreed with Mr. Street. Had Frank 
the opportunity of going to one, it might 

for life. 
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She turned down her gown again, possibly 
lest she might encounter either of her masters 
on the way, and proceeded up the kitchen stairs, 
The broom lay on the chair where she bad flung 
it in Oswald's sitting-room. As she took it up 
some crumbs under the table, and 
down to brush them carefully into her 
grumb all the while. 
“It's just like ‘em! dropping their crumbs 
down like so many children! "The trouble I'd 
used to have with that when old Bracknell was 
here! He'd shake his table-riapkin on the car- 
pet, he would; and Benn, he'd come away and 
never——” 

“Is this the room? Is he here?” 

To be interrupted by these words in a female 
voice close to her elbow brought Mra, Benn to 
her legs at once, A lady in a gay white bounet 
and violet-tipped feathers, with other attire on 
the same grand corresponding scale, stood con- 
fronting her. Mra, Benn could only stare in the 
first moment from consternation. And the lady 
stared too, first at the room, then at Mrs, Benn, 
waiting for her question to be answered. 

“Is who here?” cried Mrs. Benn. 

“Mr. Oswald Oray. We were ushered up 
man whom we saw in the pas 
this was Mr. Oswald Cray's 
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y whose manner was timid and hesitating, as 
if she did not like to advance farther into the 
You need not be told that it was Sara 

She had wished to remain in the fly 
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and her brush glided away, 
Cray had come in. Some one told him that 


to finish what he was about. Nothing could well 
exceed his surprise when he saw seated there 
Miss Sara Davenal. 

A delicate flush, like the faint pink,on a sea 
shell, was on her cheeks as she rose, She saw 
by his manner that he was ignorant of his step- 
mother’s visit, and Sara felt a little embarrassed 
as she explained. 

“She had only come with Mrs, Cray; Mrs, 
Cray had just gone down in search of him.” 

Oswald supposed she alluded to his brother's 
wife, and made no answering comment. As he 
stood with Sara’s hand in tis in greeting, he 
noted how pale she was: for the startling com- 
munication of Mrs, Benn had scared the blood 
from her face, and the faint pink was fading 
again. dt was somewhat wel ss that this was 
the first time they had been alone together sinee 
that memorable day of meeting in the Temple 
Gardens: they had met once or twice casually 
at Mark's in a full room, but not otherwise. 

“ Have you been well?” he asked. “ You are 
not looking very strong.” 

“Oh quite well, thank you.” 

Oswald hastened to ask a question that had 
long been on his mind. One that had troubled 
him perhaps more than he cared to acknowledge 
to himeclf; but he had not felt justified in seek- 
ing a special occasion to put it. 

“Now that I have the opportunity, will you 
forgive me if I ask whether that unpleasant mat 
ter is settled that catined your visite to Essex 
Street? I still think you would have done 
wisely to confide it to me.” 

“It is quite settled,” answered Sara, her tone 
full of satisfaction. “Settled and done with.” 
Ah, poor thing, she forgot momentarily as she 
spoke the fresh grievance opened that morning, 
which was perhaps connected with it 

“T am glad of it,” be heartily said. “I should 
not like to have gone away fir an indefinite pe 
riod knowing that you were in any dilemma, and 
no one perhaps to eee you out of it. Friendship 
may still exist between us tacitly, if not yet ac- 


wronged, but loving him beyond everything in 
: it waa fate that 


all too y 
vanity. ae if vanity lp ever 
pardonable, it was in Caroline Cray as stood 
there, so radiant in her youth and beauty. 

“Oh, you'll do,” returned Mark with scant 
gallantry, but his white necktie had been refrac- 
tory, and he was beginning to resettle it again. 
At that moment he heard a knock at bis dress- 
ing-room door. 

“Who's there? Come in,” he called out, 
stepping into his own room. 

ne of the men-servants entered and present 
ed a card to him. Mark, whore hands were busy 
with bia necktie, bent his head to read it as it 
lay on the silver waiter. 

“ Mr. Brackenbury.” 

“Mr. Brackenbury!" repeated Mark to him- 
self. “Who on earth's Mr. Brackenbury? I 
can’t see anybody now,” he said to the servant. 
“Tell him so. Iam just going out.” 

“T told the gentleman you were on the point 
of going out with my mistress, sir, that the car- 
riage was waiting at the door; but he insisted 
on coming in and said you would be sure to see 
him.” 

“Who is it?” cried Caroline, stepping for- 
ward. 

“Some Mr. Brackenbury! Don't know him 
from Adam. (Godown, George, and say that I 
can not see bim; or any one else, this evening.” 


“The idea of strangers intruding at this 
hour!” exclaimed Caroline. “ Mark, | dare say 
it's somebody come to worry you to get them 
shares in the mine.” 

Mark made no reply. He was in enough 
“worry” just then over his necktie, 

“ Bother the thing !"' he cried, and pulled it off 
entirely with a jerk. 

The servant came back again. He bore an 
other card, a few lines added to it in pencil 

“1 must and will see you. Denial is useless.” 

Mark Cray read the words twice over, and 
decided to go down. They almost seemed to 
linply a threat, aud he did not understand threats. 
Mr. Brackenbury had arrived in a Ilansom cab, 
the horse reeking with the epecd it had made; 
but Mark did not know that yet 

“I won't bea minute, Caroline. The fellow 
insitts.on seeing me. I'll just see what he 
wants.” 

Ty on a black necktie temporarily—the 
one he had taken off—and putting on his morn- 
ing coat as he descended the stairs, Mark enter- 
ed the room where the visitor was waiting. And 
then the mystery was solved of who Mr. Brack- 
enbury was, for Mark recognized him for a gen- 
tleman holding a few shares in the mine, recently 

rehased. Amidst the many, many 
Sateen 6 Sum/ane-aunecttin that Mark had 

tem the name of one of them. <-> 
of these few shares had been Mark's. 
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